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Commissioner for Patents Docket No.: S63.2B-9764-US 

Washington, D.C, 20231 

Reqnest For Reconsideration 

This letter is in response to the jBnal oJfice action mailed January 29, 2003. 
The Examiner indicated on page 4 of 1 lie latest office action that applicant does 

ne t disclose in the specification or the claims that the balloon is made from a radiopaque 

material. 

Applicant do^ not beUeve that this is correct. On page 4, lines 22-23 applicant 
stites "Although radiopaque ink is preferred, radiopa^^ue metal powder coidd be used when 
mDlding the balloon to create radiopaque regions". Anybody of ordinary skill in the relevant art 
w :>uld understand that a balloon molded with radiopaque metal powder in certain regions could 
be made as a balloon with radiopaque regions comprised of the balloon material itself. 
Tlierefore, applicants claim 1, which requires that the balloon be made of a material which 
includes at least one radiopaque portion, is fiilly supported by the specification as filed. 

Claim 1 does distinguish over Fischell because the balloon in Fiscbell is not 
n diopaque - rather the separate marker bands or tul»es which fit around the balloon may be 
radiopaque- The marker bands of Fischell are not the balloon, but instead are axraiiSged coaxially 
around the balloon. See fox example tubes 14P' and .40* in Figure 4. The elastic tubes referred 
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to at Col^ lines 41-47 are not the balloon, but instead are elastic marker bands, sucl^ as shown in 
Fi;yure 4. A disclosure of using metal powder to mab; an elastic tube radiopaque, Which is then 
an^ed around aballoon, does not anticipate a clairr. which requires that the balloon material 
itself be made so portions of the balloon material are itself radiopaque. 

I 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider the §1 02(b) rejection 
based on Fischell US 5792144 and withdraw this rejection in view of the preceding arguments 
and explanatioiL 

Similarly Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider the §103 
re ection based on Fischell in view of Cioanta. Giv^i the above discussion regarding FischeU, 
ccmbining the teachings of these two references won d result in elastic tubes coated with 
radiopaque ink, then arranged aromid the balloon - nj>t in portions of the balloon mjaterial itself 
being radiopaque. 

Claims 1, 3-S and 7 are believed to be in condition for allowance. 

Respect niUy submitted, 
VIDAS, ARRETT^TEINKRAUS 

D iter March 26, 2003 
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